
 
 

Headteacher’s assembly 6th October 2025:  
Black History Month: the contribution of people of 

colour to British Military Service 
Thinking time whilst the children enter assembly: 

What do these film posters have in common? 

 
The children came up with lots of similarities but they did eventually discuss how they were all 
men and all white. But was the war just fought by white men? Is that who we remember on 
Remembrance Day? Of course not! We remember all those who we a part of the war effort, 
including the animals.  

 

Contribution of the Commonwealth  

 

I introduced Idris Elba, a famous British actor. He discovered that his 

Grandfather was a part of the D-Day landings during the Second 

World War. It inspired him to create the documentary Erased: WWII 

Heroes of Colour. Idris wanted to ensure the contribution of people 

of colour to the war effort is recognised: 

‘There’s this particular story that hasn’t been told, which is the idea 

that the war was populated with people of colour and you just really 

never saw that, ever . . . the camera was shifted away from them 

almost deliberately.’ 
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I asked the children to see how many countries they could identify from the Commonwealth 
(which included countries who were part of it at the time of the First World War). Lots of countries 
were identified from right across the globe; New Zealand, Fiji, Ghana, Nigeria, India, Pakistan,  
Jamaica, Barbados, Canada and Grenada to name just a few. They all contributed. 

 

We then looked together at the contributions of eight people of colour who made significant 
contributions to war efforts in the 20th Century. The heroes who Idris Elba will have been thinking 
of! We took a more detailed look at each person, continue reading to see them. 
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