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Mr Brassil’s Message – Can we talk? 
 

At times, we talk and hear talk about one subject in school. And the talk is interesting. It’s about 
Maths. If you’ve ever said, or heard it said, that “I’m not a Maths person” or “Maths is not for me”, I 
have a few thoughts. Firstly, I believe that we are all pretty good problem solvers. Crying when hungry 
is one of the first pieces of problem-solving we ever do. 
 

 
 

We’re pretty good at subitising too! 
How many dots are on this die? 

 
 
Did you count them? Chances are that you just “knew” how many. That’s subitising- the instinct we 
are born with that enables us to “see” how many there are in a group without counting. Our Early 
Years and Foundation Stage Maths teaching builds on this crucial, biologically primary skill. 
Is Maths “tricky”? Well…yes! But then, for some, so are Art, Geography, Reading and Swimming.  
Is Maths “abstract”? Well…yes! But then so are some of the greatest pieces of art in the world and so 
is the word “chair”- how come this collection of letters means the object with four legs that we sit on? 
At Highfield, we take the time, care and thought to frame our talk about Maths carefully. 
After all, WE’RE ALL MATHS, PEOPLE!” 
  
Thank you for your support and have a great weekend.               Mr Brassil 
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PE Legacy 
We often think of the pupils who leave Highfield and 
where they are now. On display in the school hall is 
a selection of pupils who have gone on to achieve 
sporting success. These include two professional 
footballers, a successful basketball player learning 
his sport in the USA and aiming for the NBA, a 
professional rugby union player, a netball player 
who plays for Manchester Thunder, a wicketkeeper 
who for Yorkshire - Yorkshire! Yorkshire! - and a 
karate WORLD CHAMPION. All enjoyed PE at 
Highfield and had fun being active at playtimes and 
lunchtimes.  

All have dedication, resilience and respect for the 
process (alongside some very supportive parents!) 
to thank for their success. Well done to you all – 
we’re proud of you! 

 
 
 
 
Bike Sheds 
You may have noticed  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEDAGOGY!? 

Pedagogy is the science of teaching and learning. 
How does what we know about learning and 
memory inform our practice as teachers? My role 
at school is to keep us evidence-informed about 
this by reading the latest research and passing it 
on.  

Want to find out more about pedagogy and take a 
peek into our practice as teachers at Highfield? 

Tune in to my podcast Chalk Talk:  

https://highfield-primary.co.uk/parents-
carers/news/chalk-talks/ 

Listen to me and others talk about how we model 
as teachers on this podcast: 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/138imnGG2mA
o1W0UMmcRXk 

Make a date in your diary for my PEDAGOGY FOR 
PARENTS evening on Thursday the 26th September 
2024 at 7 p.m. in the school hall. In the session I 
will be talking about and demonstrating some of 
the principles we use at Highfield to ensure that 
our teaching, and the learning that happens as a 
result, is outstanding. 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEDAGOGY FOR PARENTS 
EVENING 

THURSDAY 26TH 
SEPTEMBER 2024 

7P.M. 
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Geography Model Competition! 

The Geographical Association are running a model 
competition open to all children in Key Stage 2. 
Children are required to make a 3D model of the 
features of our local area using pre used or waste 
cardboard as the main material supported with 
other recycled materials. Children then submit a 
photo and blurb for it. Our Geography lead, Mrs 
Flynn, would love to hear of any entries that go in! 

Here is the link... 

https://geography.org.uk/get-connected/get-
involved-1-student-activities/geographical-model-
making-competition/ 

The closing date for entries is 31 July 2024. 

Year 2 Skippers 

Year 2 had an amazing time at the Skipping Festival 
yesterday! They all did Highfield proud and showed 
us their incredible skipping skills, both individually 
and as a team. Well done, everyone! 

 

 

 

Parking Plea 

Please could we ask that those who drive to school 
observe the parking restrictions in place. These are 
there to help keep our children safe and also respect 
our residents’ ability to leave and access their 
property. We are very lucky to have such a strong 
community relationship and mutual respect is at the 
heart of that. Thank you for playing your part. 
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New PB for Adrian! 

Adrian attended the City of Leeds Summer Meet 
2024 last Sunday; he got silver in 100m breaststroke 
and bronze in 200m butterfly 10 years age boy 
group.  In the 200m butterfly he achieved 3:36.46 
which is his new personal best and  qualified time of 
North East Regionals (NER time). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary! 
 Monday 1st July: Bunday Monday! 
 Wednesday 3rd July: Y6 Visit from a 

prosthetics engineer 
 Thursday 4th July: Harmony in Diversity 

breakfast (9am), Moving Up Morning 
 Friday 5th July: Orchestra and choir for 

parents 2.30 pm 

Safeguarding. For child protection concerns you can contact any of our Designated Child Protection Officers: 
Mr Feeley, Mrs Bowker, Mrs Dalgliesh and Mrs Calvert. There is some useful information on the LSCB website 
about online safety with some useful tips for parents: http://www.leedslscb.org.uk/Parents-Carers-Wider-
Family/Keeping-children-safe-online. If you are worried that a child is at risk of harm please contact Leeds 
Children’s Social Work Services on 0113 222 4403. 


